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this” Albert obeyed the new
The Ve er vicar but in his heart he did
not like him.

o Albert changed many
(Verger means a person who looks after the inside of things but one thing he could

the Church and perfoms small duties.) not change and that was, he
Mr. Albert Foreman was a ceremonies such as naming the¢sould not read and write. One
rich man. He owned ten small babies, marriages and ~ day the new vicar came to

shops in different parts of  also burials. He was doing his Know about it. He called him
London. All shops soldthe  job wonderfully well. He was ~ ©ne day and asked , “How
same things - cigarettes, always well dressed and looked®nd have you been Verger at
tabocco and pipes and the  respectable, and he keptthe S t . Peters?”

shops were always busy. church clean and tidy.
But Mr. Albert Foreman The perople in St. Peters
had not alwary been rich. were pleased with Albert.

When he was young, his The head of the church,
parents had been very poor, the Vicar-(the priest
so poor that they could not  in charge, the head
send him to school. When of the church) liked
Albert was only ten he startedand trusted him,
working as a servant in the  though of course the
house of a rich family. Albert knew that Albert

was really a hard worker, could not read or
clean and tidy. The master  write. Albert worked
was quite happy with his there for sixteen

work. As he grew older he  years without any
was given more and more  problem.
important jobs and then he But life cannot be
became the head servant in the same forever.
the house. At the age of After the old Vicar
twenty two he was married to died a new young
a girl who was also a servant Vicar came to St.
in the rich man’s house. Peters. He was as
After some years Albert got enthusiastic person
a new job. He became the and wanted to do
verger of St. Peter's Church. many changes in hi

St. Peter' church eas own way. He
arenowned church in London always told Albert
and only rich and important “Don’'t walk like

people visited the church. Beingthat”, “Walk like
the verger of the church, Albertthis.” “Don’t stand
used to be present for different like that, stand like

You cannot be a writer unless you are a reader first.
TTITSIoh- TSI Ulce! BTH, GIHTIT WiGUHRT, |HTe.




“Sixteen years, Sir” replied job! Why?,” the wife said in

Albert.

“You have been working
as Verger for 16 years and
you can’t read and write?”

“That’s true, sir but | am
born in poor family and my
parents couldn’t send me to
school.”

“But this is an important
church. The Verger in this
church must be able to read
and write.”

Albert became very sad.
“You have told me to change
myself in many ways but |
can't learn to read and write.
| am too old to learn such
things.”

“Then you can't be the
Verger at St. Peter’s”, said
the Vicar.

Albert was a proud man.

surprise.

“The new vicar wants a
Verger who can read and
write.”

But what will you do now?
You are over forty. Who will

Manager said to him, “You
have a lot of money in quite
safe here. But why don’t you
buy some shares in business
and make more money?”

“I don’t know anything
about things like that,"replied

give you a new job?” She wasAlbert. “I'll need help.”

quite worried.

“I've an idea. | have found
out that there is no cigarette
shop in this part of London.
We will open a cigarette
shop”, Albert replied.

At the end of that month,
Albert Foremen opened a
shop and sold cigarettes.
Many people came into his
shop. He sold tabacco for
pipes, cigars and matches.
And every week his shop
became busier and busier.

After one year Albert’s

He felt insulted. He came out shop was making a lot of

of the church sad and
miserable.

“What will | tell my wife?
She will be worried” He sat

money. Then he had another
idea. He walked round
London and found out places
where were no cigarette

The manager gave Albert
a piece of paper with lots of
things written on it.

Albert took the paper and
kept it aside.

“Don’t you want to read
it? It is a very interesting
proposal and | am sure you
will fetch a lot of money
through this.” The Manager
told him.

“But | can’t read or
write”, replied Albert simply.
The manager was shocked to
hear this. He couldn’t beleive
it.

“You are a rich man, Mr.
Foreman”, said he, “And yet
you cannot read and write, If
you couldread and write, you

thinking for a long time. Albert shops. He opened a shop in would be a m millionaire.”
did not smoke much. But now each such place.
Now he had ten shops andmanager looked at him

he wanted a cigaratte. He

started looking for a cigaratte all of them were very busy.

shop. He started walking
along the long street where
there were many shops, a
baker’s shop, a butcher’s
shop, a shoe shop and a hat
shop but there was not a
single shop which sold
tabacco and cigarettes.

He came home and told
his wife, “You have lost your

Every week Albert put more
and more money into the
bank.

One day when Albert was
in the bank, a bank clerk

Albert laughed loudly. The

confused and surprised.

“I am rich because |
cannot read or write,” said
Albert smilling. “If I could
read and write , | would be
poor. | would still be a Verger

spoke to him,”"Excuse me, Mr. at St. Peter’s church.” g

Foreman, the Manager wants

to speak to you.”
Albert went to the
Manager’s office. The

Original writer- Somerset
MaughamTranslation

Supriya Darp,

Model Colony, Pune

You never know you can do until you try.
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