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Do you wantto learn English? And
still have fun?

Do you feel that studying English
asyoudoinaclassroomis areal bore?

Surely there must be a more
interesting and enjoyable way of
learning this language!

Did you ever feel the strain of

B ECAUSE
YOU WANT TO!

- Vineeta Nagarkar
For the purpose of this article | wil

suggest some enjoyable methods

through which you can develop theg
skills in English.

LISTENING—

Who will you listen to in English,
wherever you are?

1. Youcan listen to advertisemen
in English on the radio or T.V.!

2. Youcanwatch T.V. programme
in English. But see that the programm
is about a Subject or story of you
interest.

3. Listen to the English news o

e

(2]

=

L

Doordarshan.
4. Listen to stories on tape, with
accompanying books, These aile
Mavailable in most cities in books angl
learning English. toy shops. They are called audio-books
Did you ever use a grammar rules 5. Listen carefully to any peoplé
book for learning Marathi- Your mother in your town or village who speak irf
tongue? English.
What a silly question, isn't it? It is possible and very likely that
Then how did you learn the rulesyou will not understand much of wha
of grammar and get so many words toyou hear-especially if it is on the radi
talk about anything you want to for or on a tape without a book with
your present use? pictures. That is very like a child. Bu
You heard people around youyour brain has this fantastic ability t
using the language with all its rules, forlearn the language if it is helped b
S0 many purposes-and so you mentallpictures and actions. If you watch th
repeated the same patterns and got tt@ood English programmes on T
language! It was so easy, wasnt't it? Channels like BBC or the ‘Discover
As ababy you first LISTENED then Channel’-you will not only enjoy the
SPOKE, then READ, and finally you content but also listen to good Englisiy.
WROTE the language! If you are a careful listener you ar
These are the skills you master.  already on your way becoming an abje

learning Marathi, or even Hindi? l am
sure not.

Let us see if we can apply some
common principles or methods for

o=

The will to win is worthless if you don't have the will to prepgre |
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user of the language. So listen to thespeaker as well. Both these skills ale
sounds of this language-some are thereery closely linked. If you have
in your own language and there are stilobserved this around you, you wil
others- that are familier but slightly realise the importantce of what | asked
different. Listen to these especially andyou to do while listening. If elders do
where they come. If you cdrearthe not use clear and proper language with
difference then only can you producea child, it is seen that the child will gg
the sound correctly. When ygpeak. on speking in ‘baby-language’ even
. Listen also for the order in which when he is normal and old enough to

words follow one another. Many speak fluently and clearly!
simple words and sentences are A priceless source to help you to
repeated. These repetitions help yospeak correctly is the dictionary. Every
to learn the vocabulary as well as thegood dictionary gives you the phoneti

7

Hénw

grammar. Only on special occasions willtranscription, or the method of sayin
you need a dictionary after a TV the word perfectly correctly. If you
programme! Language in a TV spend some time inlearning to read thjs
programme comes as near as possibkeript, you caralways know how to
to language as itis used in various dailysay the word Correctly. It is possibl
situations. This is of special help to youfor you to learn this in some&=Ig
also in your study of Engilsh in school f1fsR. You could try and lipk the letters
or college as this is English in action!in the script to some of the letters in th
Your understanding of the language will Devnagari script to help you. But I mu
definitely improve as a result of this warn you that not all the sounds a
‘Experience with the language.’ available for easy association.
SPEAKING - Speaking alanguage wellisn't onl
‘As you listen, so you speak!’ If speaking the words. You also have
you are a sincere and careful listenekearn the rhythm or the tone in whic
you are likely to be a fluent and clearyou say various sentences. This Is

[+« | Devotion to duty is the highest form of worship to GOD. |
Bl Ualeferedl 2R dicarci=iet st ‘Softer Afénr st gor.




extremely important to learn. Otherwisechildren read correctly and at
the same words can have totallyremarkable speed. The speed
different meanings. accurate reading is often so high that a
Once again the media will be of greatfive or six-year-old can read the dail
help to you so that you can hear and&English newspaper of which h
practice. If you have a tape-recordemunderstands next to nothing! However,
you can say sentences and passag#sat won't be your condition!
in English and listen to yourselforelse  Many of the text books brought o
ask someone else to listen to younowadays follow this pattern to teac
speech and correct you. pronunciation-which aids reading an
If you have some audio-books, itisspeaking correctly-and also spelling!
of great help to read-along with the tapeThe method enables a reader to look|at
to check your own speech pattern!! the word as a whole meaningful unit
Finally - SPEAKWHENEVER YOU and say it. It ensures a more fluent way
HAVE A CHANCE TO! If you speak of reading.
you will get courage to speak. And after The Gulmohar reader’s serie
all, if you don’t speak the Language, ofbrought out by the Orient Longmal
what use is it? language was meanpublishers as well as some of the moye
basically to be spoken!! You will make recent publications of the Macmillal
mistakes in the beginning, but how will press will give you extremely valuabl
you learn without making mistakes? Sohelp in this direction. These books a
just go ahead and speak! Improvementeaell-graded for difficultly levels as well
will follow. as interest for the respective age
READING - groups.
Reading in English is perhaps the Reading creates innumerable
most problematic of the skills. The mainlanguage experinces for you and makgs
reason for this is that the sounds ofyou repeat sentence patterns and
English are not often matched by thespellings of words in an enjoyable way.
spelling. By now you must be quite This creates a rich store of words and
disheartened and may be eversentences for you to use whenever ypu
depressed because of it. If only thewant-while speaking or while writing.
language had followed a phonetic  Looking at the words in print gives
pattern! * the added bonus to your writing
There is however hope stilt! There correctly. If you read a lot you will soon
is a method - called the PHONIC be able to identify errors in your own
METHOD - of teaching reading at the work by simply looking at it. Wrongly
pre-primary level. This method spelt words willook wrong and your
highlights patterns apelling and the attention will be drawn to correct then.
ways of reading them-It has proved toThe right patterns are learnt by your
be highly successful in helping brain and come to your rescue when

Every attempt increases the chances of success. |2%|
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you ‘read’ your own work! : Time is always a major factor in
While reading your text books look examinations today. If you do no
for key words that give you the logical understand the question or the foct
linkages as well as the focus on theof the answer you are not likely to ge
content. They should be paid speciamuch credit. Your text-book will only
attention to and memorised if need begive you a general idea of the kind o
When these words get included in yourwork you will be required to do. It is
answers in the examination they tell theonly similar practice, which you will get
examiner that you have understood thén developing your understanding
topic/ lesson. through listening or reading, that will
WRITING - earn you credit. So do notignore writtel
As you start using English you will work-whether it is set by your teache
realise that you use it mostly to spealor not. Only when you write will you
and then to write. Until you use theseknow what you don't know. It is the
skills you are not communicating your only fool-proof way of self-testing. Try
own thoughts. In fact most languageit! Nurture the habit. It will get you rich
courses are now testing whether youewards.
can communicate in the language. And  And finally a word about your
becuase in our country such greahandwriting. | believe that even
emphasis is laid on written exams, itcompounders these days do not wo
becomes most important to master thevith doctors who do not have a legibl
writing skills. handwriting! The market is flooded
The present trend in testing thewith copy-writing books that allow you
standard of written English is to seea wide choice of style. Choose one th
how close it is to the normal everydayis simple and easy to learn and lookK

use of the language. This makes thgood on a page. The most popular o:l:e

style very close to the spoken form.is known as the Meriou Richardso
Hence if you feel comfortable while Script. Use such help to you
speaking you should feel comfortable,advantage and have a personal as
about your style of writing most of the you'll be proud of!

times-except of course when you need When you’ne acquired the basic
to write for formal situations. Then you of the skillsUSE THEM-BECUASE
have to learn the format and style whichONLY PRACTICE MAKES

is relatively standard and fixed and canPERFECT !

als afs
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easily be picked up from a number of ww
books available in the market. Vineeta Nagarkar.

While writing for an examination Vishwapradeep. o ¥
make sure that yoknow the content. Kanchanganga Soc. Z
Read the question and understand wh 'Er?;vag’ ;

it is asking for. Answer to the point.

Q0

Only they who can dream can bring them into reality. |
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